Finally this year I decided to turn Professional and test myself on the world tour. My first tournament took place in Edinburgh in a British Tour event.  I managed to battle through the 1st round after being match ball down at one point! Before losing to the number 2 seed and World No. 48. Crucially though, I had collected a few ranking points to move me up form the bottom of the world rankings. The following week I was in Manchester for the British Nationals. There were 4 rounds of qualifying before the main draw, my hopes were to get through a few rounds at least. Unfortunately I drew a player in the first round that was seeded to get through to the main draw. I lost the match 3-0 but each game was very close and I was disappointed not of have got at least a game.  He later made it through to the main draw and narrowly lost to the World no. 93.
My next tournament was back up in Scotland, this time in Aberdeen. There I faced an Australian ranked 224 in the World. I got off to a good start taking the first 2 games quickly before he pulled a game back but  I bounced back to take the 4th and wrap up victory 3-1. Next up was a Former Scottish European team player seeded 5/8, the first three games were very tight and could have gone either way. He led 2-1 but I took the 4th easily before another close game in which he just took it 11-9. I was disappointed to lose but happy with the way I was playing. All the training was starting to pay off. I also took part in a graded tournament at the same time in Aberdeen which meant a lot of matches but just what I needed. I managed to win the graded despite being 2-0 down in the semi-final to round off a very enjoyable weekend.
Also this season I have been playing for a French team in the French South Division in Montpellier, which has been great fun meeting a different group of players and playing on a different circuit. They have a match roughly every 5 weeks at different clubs around the south of France, it has been a very successful season for us finishing 1st in the South division. We now head to Rennes in June for the playoffs against teams from the north. So far we are unbeaten but had some very close matches and it has been great going over there to play and spending a few days on the beach as well!!!   

By playing for Montpellier in France it means I can also play on the French circuit and it was through this I got into my first major PSA tournament –PSA de Baillargues. I managed to enter this as a ‘Local’ player, which confused a few of the English players who later turned up at the tournament to find me. In qualifying I ended up playing the guy I was staying with and despite me worrying about being kicked out if I beat him, I won 3-1 and moved on to play a Czech guy ranked 184. Despite a good deal of ‘home’ support I found myself 2-0 down. However, I fought back to take the game into a deciding 5th game. I was winning 9-7 and then a decision from the ref sparked the Czech player into a heated argument, this anger seemed to spur him on and brought a dramatic end to the match. Despite having 4 match balls I couldn’t finish him off and he took the game and the match 14-12. Although the crowd enjoyed it I was annoyed to have let 4 match balls slip and the chance to get through another round. However it was good to be at such a tournament and watch some quality squash, the No1 seed was the World number 5 Thierry Lincou.

A few weeks later and it was the Ilkley BSPA and a rematch against the guy who knocked me out of the nationals. This time I beat him 3-1 and was playing some good squash which continued into the next few rounds where I was 2-1 up against the World number 116 before he conceded the match. I then had a close game against the number 2 seed losing 3-1, but I was very happy with the way I was playing.
Upcoming Tournaments

The next few months are now quite big as I try to push towards improving my ranking and entering more tournaments. The start of June sees me over in France in the playoffs followed by the Harrow BSPA in Middlesex. Then the NatWest 2011 Island Games take place with me representing the Isle of Wight in a competition with over 3000 competitors from 25 islands across the world including 14 different sports. I have entered the singles and the team competition and am looking forward to a playing in such a big competition with the Island team. I then have one more PSA tournament in England before travelling to Australia to take part in the tour over there. I am playing in 4 tournaments there, one each weekend before I am hoping to make it into the Australian Open at the end of my stay. The tournaments will see me travelling around Australia, to Melbourne, Hobart, Brisbane, Sydney and Canberra. So plenty of squash and sightseeing aswell!!! This tour will hopefully push me up the rankings and improve my squash. 
My goal by the end of the year is to be in the world’s top 200 and pushing for a place in the world’s top 100. 
